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Assistant Commissioner for Patents Technology Center 2100 

Washington D.C. 20231 

SIR: 

The patents and/or publications listed on the enclosed PTO Form-1449 

I 

are submitted pursuant to 37 CFR § § § 1 .56, 1 .97, and 1 .98. Copies of the 
patents or publications noted on the Form-1449 are enclosed herewith. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed, to the best of the 
undersigned's knowledge, before the mailing date of a first Office Action on 
the merits. Therefore, in accordance with 37 CFR §1.1 97(b), no certification 
or fee is required. 

An early and favorable action on the merits is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted 




Trevor B. Joike/ 
Schiff Hardin &WVaite 
Patent Department 
6600 Sears Tower 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone: 312-258-5774 
CUSTOMER NO. 26574 
ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: 



The Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 0231 



on January 16, 2002. 
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